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MARCH 

Important Dates: 

 

March 24 

Parent Teacher 

Conferences 

 

March 11 

Soccer Shots started 

 

March 25-April 1 

Vote for Us! 

We have been voted #1 or #2 Daycare and /or Pre-

school since 2008 and have been so grateful to the 

familial support in receiving this recognition. Vot-

ing is open on WNC Parent online until March 

31st. Help us obtain this spot by heading to http://

www.citizen-times.com/lifestyle/family/ and voting 

for us as the Best Preschool and Best Daycare of 

Western North Carolina! 

Monthly Newsletter          



 

 

Summer Registration is Here! 

Interested in our Summer Program?  We offer two sessions packed 

with fun and enriching curriculums with the Montessori Method as a 

foundation in the progression of each subject matter.  Mark your cal-

endars for Summer Session 1: from June 9- July 12 (not including  In-

dependence Day) and Summer Session 2: July 13 - August 12.  Keep 

an eye out for a registration form in your child’s cubby! 



 

 

Sincere Praise Can Make a Difference 

 by Maren Schmidt 

One of the formative experience of my early twenties was taking the Dale Carnegie 

Course in Public Speaking and Human Relations. Each class we focused on a tenet of 

Carnegie's philosophy, one of which is to give sincere, honest appreciation. 

But giving honest and sincere appreciation can be difficult skill to master. 

Some compliments come across as hints to past mishaps.  Someone saying 

“You look pretty in that outfit,” can give the fleecing thought of what might have been 

left unspoken such as , “not like the outfit you had on yesterday.” 

A Compliment can sound manipulative. “You really do an outstanding job cooking 

wonderful dinners,” can contain a hidden message of “…..and I think I can get out of 

helping clean up the kitchen and ever preparing a meal myself if I lay the charm on 

thick.”  

Praise can sound overly enthusiastic. “You’re just a wonderful artist. Your stuff 

should hang in the Louvre,” may communicate that the speaker wants to push us in a 

direction we don’t care to go. 

How can we give sincere, honest appreciation? Dale Carnegie suggested that 

we bring with us some basic attitudes such as being genuinely interested in other peo-

ple , smiling, that remembering a person’s name is the sweetest sound in any lan-

guage, being a good listener, talking in terms of other peoples interests instead of your 

own, and making the other person feel important. 

We can give sincere compliment by describing instead of evaluating. Evaluating type 

of  praise is when we put a value on something: That is so beautiful. You are so good. 



Sincere Praise Can Make a Difference, continued 

Descriptive compliments describe what you see,  what  you feel 

and then use a word that sums up the entire experience. 

Let’s use the example of a child cleaning up his or her own room. A descriptive 

compliment might sound like this: 

Describe what you see. Susan, I see all your books on your shelves. I see all 

your clothes put away. I see your bed is nice and neat. 

Describe what you feel. Susan, it feels wonderful to walk into such an orga-

nized room. 

Sum up the experience with a word. You worked to get your room 

looking just so. Susan, that’s what I’d call persistence,. 

A descriptive compliment is  effective in communicating that we have taken a 

genuine interest in our children’s efforts.  When the descriptive compliment in-

cludes a smile, the person’s name several times and a one-word summary of the 

experience, we help our children feel important and part of our families. (PS,  

Descriptive compliments work at the office, with spouses and with other family 

members.) 

Anybody can say, “Good Job!”  It takes a few minutes of thought and genuine 

interest to show sincere appreciation. 

Be prepared for a lot of repetition of any activity that you praise.  Be careful not 

to compliment something that you do not want repeated.  Saying, “You can re-

ally play that xylophone”, might lead to a week long marathon of playing “Hot 
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Toddler Classroom: 

Spring has sprung in the toddler class and 

we are ready for the warmer weather!  This 

month we are learning about St. Patrick's 

Day, feelings and weather.  We will soon be 

planting seeds and plants for our garden, ex-

ploring outside for bugs and insects and 

learning about animals on the farm.  I am 

looking forward to seeing all of you at con-

ferences. 

Mrs. Michelle 

2 and 3 Year Old Classroom: 

Spring has sprung and we are learning about 

new life and things that grow.  This month we 

had a blast reading Dr. Seuss books, celebrat-

ing St. Patrick’s Day and dyeing eggs.  We cel-

ebrated Alleah, Bea and Aerin Skye’s birth-

days.  We would like to give a big thank you to 

Adam Silverberg for donating our pet fish, 

“Alex”. 
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We have been enjoying observing the signs of spring all 

around us.  We finished up learning about reptiles and 

moved on to amphibians.  We will be watching tadpoles 

grow into frogs! 

This month we are also learning about the continent of 

Europe.  In April we will be focusing on Insects and  

Australia. 

I am looking forward to talking to everyone at            

conferences. 

Mrs. Melanie 

Signs of spring are everywhere and our classroom is no 

exception.  This month we have been focusing on spring 

themes such as St. Patrick’s Day, eggs, flowers and   

metamorphosis.  We have been continuing to learn about 

animals of the world and have studied reptiles.  The kids 

have also enjoyed learning about volcanoes, especially 

the baking soda and vinegar “explosion”! 

We have been learning about flowers and are experi-

menting to see what happens to white carnations in    

colored water.  I am looking forward to seeing everyone 

at conferences and having a chance to chat about your 

amazing children.  I hope you all are enjoying the     

beautiful spring weather and adjusting to daylight      

savings time. 

 


